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Fiscal Unit/Academic Org Spanish & Portuguese - D0596

College/Academic Group Arts and Sciences

Level/Career Undergraduate

Course Number/Catalog 4568

Course Title Catalan Cultures

Transcript Abbreviation Catalan Cultures

Course Description Critical analysis of the Catalan political history as it relates to its social and cultural history. We will
address the ideological, linguistic, and political difficulties of defining Catalan cultures as separate from
other cultures of other autonomous communities in the Iberian Peninsula. The course includes
discussions on the current political debate surrounding Catalonia’s independence.

Semester Credit Hours/Units Fixed: 3

Length Of Course 14 Week, 7 Week, 4 Week (May Session), 12 Week (May + Summer)

Flexibly Scheduled Course Never

Does any section of this course have a distance
education component?

No

Grading Basis Letter Grade

Repeatable No

Course Components Lecture

Grade Roster Component Lecture

Credit Available by Exam No

Admission Condition Course No

Off Campus Never

Campus of Offering Columbus
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Subject/CIP Code 16.0905

Subsidy Level Baccalaureate Course

Intended Rank Junior, Senior
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The course will provide students with the basic intercultural skills and necessary knowledge to be able to understand

the specificities of Catalan cultures.

•

This course will enhance students'  cultural awareness and critical thinking.•

Content Topic List Catalan political history•
Catalan social history•
Catalan cultural history•
Ideological, linguistic, and political difficulties of defining Catalan cultures•

Attachments Spanish 4568 Catalan Cultures.doc: syllabus

(Syllabus. Owner: Sanabria,Rachel A.)

•
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Critical Inquiries into Catalan Cultures 
NUMBER 

MEETING TIME 
ROOM NUMBER 

 
Instructor: Prof. Aurélie Vialette 
Office: Hagerty Hall 277 
Phone number: 688 1482  
Email: vialette.1@osu.edu  
Office hours: by appointment. 
 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The relationship between culture and politics in the development of Catalonia (or, better 
say, Catalan countries, “Països Catalans”) is not accidental, but fundamental. Therefore, 
this course examines this relationship, through critical analysis, of Catalan political 
history as it relates to its social and cultural history. The course will provide students with 
the basic intercultural skills and necessary knowledge to be able to understand the 
specificities of Catalan cultures. We will address the ideological, linguistic, and political 
difficulties of defining Catalan cultures as separate from other cultures of other 
autonomous communities in the Iberian Peninsula. We will also discuss the current 
political debate surrounding Catalonia’s independence. This debate will be presented 
through a variety of methods and activities designed to enhance cultural awareness and 
critical thinking in students.  
Classes will include lectures, discussions, audio-visual material, students presentations 
and guest speakers. 
 
 
 

READINGS 
Books that you need to buy – Available at University Bookstores or through 
Amazon.com 
Hughes, Robert. Barcelona. Vintage Books, 1992. 
Rodorera, Mercè. La plaza del diamante. Barcelona: Edhsa, 2008. 
El Hachmi, Najat. El último patriarca. Barcelona: Planeta, 2008. 
Riera, Carme. Con ojos americanos. Barcelona: Bruguera, 2009. 
 
Texts and documents on Carmen and on the Internet: 
Short stories (on Carmen) 
Lolita Bosch (selection). 
Quim Monzó (selection). 
Pere Calders (selection). 
 
Music, dance, painting, architecture  (links on Carmen and/or syllabus)  
Luís Llach, Raimon, Concha Buika, Joan Manuel Serrat, the Sardana, the Nova Cançó, 

 



 

rock català, among others. 
Salvador Dalí, Joan Miró, Pablo Picasso, Mariano Fortuny, among others. 
Antoní Gaudí, etc. 
 
Articles (on Carmen and links) 
McRoberts, K. Catalonia. Nation Building without a State (selection). 
Ealham, Chris. Class, Culture and Conflict in Barcelona 1898-1937 (selection). 
Immigration and Independence: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/31/world/europe/catalonias-immigrants-add-to-
separatist-debate.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0 
 
 
Movies (movies are available on streaming at the Secured Media Library. You will have 
to watch them entirely before we meet, we will not watch movies during class --class is 
for discusion) 
El amante bilingue 
La plaza del diamante 
Biutiful  
Barcelona, abans que el temps ho esborri 
Llach, la revolta permanent 
 
Television 
Arroz pasado (http://www.canaltnt.es/serie/arroz-pasado/1/12/arroz-negro). In Catalan: 
Arròs Covat (http://www.tv3.cat/arroscovat/videos). 
Polonia (http://www.veranda.tv/portal/polonia-2/) (http://sustainable-
spain.com/2012/11/24/los-mejores-videos-en-castellano-del-programa-polonia-tv3/). In 
Catalan (http://www.tv3.cat/polonia). 
 
 
 

COURSE EVALUATION 
Essays (2) 25%  
Presentation 10%  
Participation and Quizzes 15%  
Final exam 20%  
Exams (in class) 30% 
 
Grading scale 
100 – 93 A 

92 – 90 A- 

89 – 88 B+ 

87 – 83 B 

82 – 80 B- 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/31/world/europe/catalonias-immigrants-add-to-separatist-debate.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/31/world/europe/catalonias-immigrants-add-to-separatist-debate.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.canaltnt.es/serie/arroz-pasado/1/12/arroz-negro
http://www.tv3.cat/arroscovat/videos
http://www.veranda.tv/portal/polonia-2/
http://sustainable-spain.com/2012/11/24/los-mejores-videos-en-castellano-del-programa-polonia-tv3/
http://sustainable-spain.com/2012/11/24/los-mejores-videos-en-castellano-del-programa-polonia-tv3/
http://www.tv3.cat/polonia


 

79 – 78 C+ 

77 – 73 C 

72 – 70 C- 

69 – 68 D+ 

67 – 65 D 

64.9 – 0 E 
 
 
ESSAYS (25%)  
The essays should be 3 pages in length and should be written using MLA format. 5 points 
of the essay’s mark will be for all aspects of format.  
Topics will be determined by the instructor. There will be no extensions!  
 
PRESENTATION (10%)  
The presentations will be made in groups (2-3 students each). Each group must use 
PowerPoint. Topics will be decided by the professor. A handout for the class should be 
submitted to the professor before the presentation.  
 
PARTICIPATION AND QUIZZES (15%)  
Attendance and participation are essential to this course. Students can miss two classes 
without penalty. Mere attendance without participation or preparation does not ensure a 
passing grade. Adequate participation includes: arriving on time, being prepared for class 
(i.e. having studied the material for that day), completing assignments, paying attention in 
class, volunteering to answer questions, asking pertinent questions and interacting 
productively with other students and the professor to create a classroom environment 
conductive to learning. 
 
EXAMS (30%) 
There will be two exams during the semester. Students are required to study everything 
that has been covered in class (lectures, discussions, assignments) for the exam. 
 
FINAL EXAM (20%)  
The final exam will cover all the material in the course since the beginning of the 
semester.  
 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND STUDENT MISCONDUCT 
“It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or 
establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic 
misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic 
misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism 
and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all 

 



 

instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). 
For additional information, see the Code of Student 
Conduct http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/."  
 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
“Students with disabilities that have been certified by the 
Office for Disability Services will be appropriately 
accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as 
possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is 
located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.”

 

http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/


 

 
SYLLABUS 

 
 

NATIONAL CATALONIA 
 
Week 1 
1. Presentation, syllabus, etc. 
What do you know about Catalonia?  
Song: “El cant de la Senyera” 
 
 
2. What is Catalan nationalism? Catalonia today: questions of independence.  
Hughes, Robert. Barcelona (4-34). 
McRoberts, K. Catalonia. Nation Building without a State (Chapter 8 “Nation and 
Identity in Contemporary Catalonia”). 
Newspaper articles (to use in class - no need to read them at home): 
http://politica.elpais.com/politica/2013/08/17/actualidad/1376764023_238747.html 
http://www.caffereggio.net/2013/05/13/es-el-catalan-estupidos-de-xavier-antich-en-la-
vanguardia/ 
http://www.publico.es/458096/casi-90-000-catalanes-claman-por-la-independencia-en-el-
camp-nou 
http://www.publico.es/455983/duran-i-lleida-espana-no-es-un-pais-soberano-y-catalunya-
no-lo-sera-jamas 
http://politica.elpais.com/politica/2013/06/06/actualidad/1370549002_706729.html 
http://www.publico.es/456446/los-independentistas-son-las-ramas-que-mueren-al-
separarse-del-arbol-dice-aguirre 
http://www.publico.es/456448/rajoy-advierte-a-catalunya-de-que-los-paises-pequenos-
no-pintan-nada-en-europa 
http://ccaa.elpais.com/ccaa/2013/07/05/catalunya/1373026074_844842.html 
 
 
Week 2 
1. What Catalonia used to be: industrialization, bourgeoisie and the working class. 
Barcelona, abans que el temps ho esborri (movie). 
Hughes, Robert. Barcelona (253-264, 374-383).  
 
 
 

LINGUISTIC CATALONIA 
 
2. What are the specificities of Catalan language?  
Prof. Grinstead will visit our class and lecture about Catalan linguistics.  
McRoberts, K. Catalonia. Nation Building without a State (Chapter 7 “The Catalan 
Language: The Politics of ‘Normalization’”). 
Homework: each student should prepare two questions related to Catalan language for 

 

http://politica.elpais.com/politica/2013/08/17/actualidad/1376764023_238747.html
http://www.caffereggio.net/2013/05/13/es-el-catalan-estupidos-de-xavier-antich-en-la-vanguardia/
http://www.caffereggio.net/2013/05/13/es-el-catalan-estupidos-de-xavier-antich-en-la-vanguardia/
http://www.publico.es/458096/casi-90-000-catalanes-claman-por-la-independencia-en-el-camp-nou
http://www.publico.es/458096/casi-90-000-catalanes-claman-por-la-independencia-en-el-camp-nou
http://www.publico.es/455983/duran-i-lleida-espana-no-es-un-pais-soberano-y-catalunya-no-lo-sera-jamas
http://www.publico.es/455983/duran-i-lleida-espana-no-es-un-pais-soberano-y-catalunya-no-lo-sera-jamas
http://politica.elpais.com/politica/2013/06/06/actualidad/1370549002_706729.html
http://www.publico.es/456446/los-independentistas-son-las-ramas-que-mueren-al-separarse-del-arbol-dice-aguirre
http://www.publico.es/456446/los-independentistas-son-las-ramas-que-mueren-al-separarse-del-arbol-dice-aguirre
http://www.publico.es/456448/rajoy-advierte-a-catalunya-de-que-los-paises-pequenos-no-pintan-nada-en-europa
http://www.publico.es/456448/rajoy-advierte-a-catalunya-de-que-los-paises-pequenos-no-pintan-nada-en-europa
http://ccaa.elpais.com/ccaa/2013/07/05/catalunya/1373026074_844842.html


 

Prof. Grinstead. 
 
 
Week 3 
1. El amante bilingue (película).  
http://moevideo.net/video/37073.3e14933f4792c116040b019ec4fd  
 
 
 

CIVIL WAR CATALONIA 
 
2. Civil War Propaganda posters (links on Carmen). 
Catalan Anarchism during the Civil War: Ealham, Chris. La lucha por Barcelona, clase, 
cultura y conflicto 1898-1937 (Capítulo 8 “Una revolución ‘apolítica’: anarquismo, 
revolución y guerra civil”). 
 
 
Week 4 
1. Rodorera, Mercè. La plaza del diamante (Capítulos 1-16). 
 
 
2. Rodorera, Mercè. La plaza del diamante (Capítulos 17-33). 
 
 
Week 5 
1. Rodorera, Mercè. La plaza del diamante (Capítulos 34-49). 
 
 
2. La plaza del diamante: the movie is available on the Secured Media Library (OSU) 
and on internet as well: http://www.rtve.es/television/plaza-diamante/ 
 
 
Week 6 
1. Review for the exam. 
 
 
2. FIRST EXAM 

 
 
 

IMMIGRATION IN CATALONIA 
 
Week 7 
1. Biutiful (movie) 
 
 

 

http://moevideo.net/video/37073.3e14933f4792c116040b019ec4fd
http://www.rtve.es/television/plaza-diamante/


 

2. Immigration and Independentism: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/31/world/europe/catalonias-immigrants-add-to-
separatist-debate.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0 
Homework: haz una pequeña investigación en internet acerca de la immigración en 
Cataluña en los últimos años. ¿Quiénes son los immigrantes? ¿Qué hacen una vez en 
Cataluña? ¿Cómo viven? ¿Cómo se intergran? ¿Es la lengua un problema? Escribe una 
mini-presentación para tus compañeros (hay que traer la copia a clase para la profesora). 
 
 
Week 8 
1. El Hachmi, Najat. The Last Patriarch. (chap 1-10) 
 
 
2. El Hachmi, Najat. The Last Patriarch. (chap 11-20) 
 
 
October 18: FIRST ESSAY DUE (on Carmen). 
 
 
Week 9 
1. El Hachmi, Najat. The Last Patriarch. (chap 21-30) 
 

 
2. El Hachmi, Najat. The Last Patriarch. (chap 31-39) 
 
 
 

MUSIC, PAINTING, ARCHITECTURE, FOOTBALL, AND TELEVISION IN 
CATALONIA 

 
Week 10 
1. Readings on Carmen. 
Laura Navarro will be a guest speaker: she will present her dissertation research on 
Barcelona at the beginning of the twentieth-century and the cuplé. 
 
 
2. Hughes, Robert. Barcelona (449-463). 
Catalan music and dance: the Sardana, the Nova Cançó, rock català. 
Music by Llach, Raimon. Jaume Fusté, Buika, Serrat. 
Llach, la revolta permanent (movie). 
 
 
Week 11 
1. SECOND EXAM 
 
 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/31/world/europe/catalonias-immigrants-add-to-separatist-debate.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/31/world/europe/catalonias-immigrants-add-to-separatist-debate.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0


 

2. Architecture: case study: Antoni Gaudí. 
Modernism in Catalonia. 
Football: The Barça:  
http://www.as.com/futbol/video/pais-llamado-barca-nuevo-
anuncio/20130827dasdasftb_17/Ves 
http://www.20minutos.es/noticia/1611786/0/barcelona/cataluna/independencia/ 
http://www.as.com/futbol/articulo/barca-simbolo-cataluna-madrid-
espana/20121005dasdasftb_33/Tes 
http://www.libertaddigital.com/opinion/antonio-robles/visca-el-barca-visca-catalunya-
31668/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2012/11/121115_barcelona_independencia_catalu
na_futbol_pea.shtml 
Hughes, Robert. Barcelona (chapter 8). 
 
 
Week 12 
1. Television: Arroz pasado (Arròs Covat), Polonia.  
Salvador Dalí, Joan Miró, Pablo Picasso, Mariano Fortuny. 

 
 
 

LITERARY CATALONIA 
 
2. Riera, Carme. Con ojos americanos (Part 1). 
 
 
Week 13 
1. Riera, Carme. Con ojos americanos (Part 2). 
 
 
November 22: SECOND ESSAY DUE (on Carmen). 
 
 
2. Riera, Carme. Con ojos americanos (Part 3). 
 
 
Week 14 
1. Lolita Bosch (selection). 
Quim Monzó (selection). 
Pere Calders (selection). 
 
 
2. FINAL EXAM 
 

 

http://www.as.com/futbol/video/pais-llamado-barca-nuevo-anuncio/20130827dasdasftb_17/Ves
http://www.as.com/futbol/video/pais-llamado-barca-nuevo-anuncio/20130827dasdasftb_17/Ves
http://www.20minutos.es/noticia/1611786/0/barcelona/cataluna/independencia/
http://www.as.com/futbol/articulo/barca-simbolo-cataluna-madrid-espana/20121005dasdasftb_33/tes
http://www.as.com/futbol/articulo/barca-simbolo-cataluna-madrid-espana/20121005dasdasftb_33/tes
http://www.libertaddigital.com/opinion/antonio-robles/visca-el-barca-visca-catalunya-31668/
http://www.libertaddigital.com/opinion/antonio-robles/visca-el-barca-visca-catalunya-31668/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2012/11/121115_barcelona_independencia_cataluna_futbol_pea.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2012/11/121115_barcelona_independencia_cataluna_futbol_pea.shtml
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